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Cornerstone
“New” Member, Catherine Johnson

 Catherine is not really a new member; she grew up in this 
Church. Her family lived just two blocks from the Church when it was 
located on Summer at Holmes. She and her mother (Sarah Johnson) still 
live in that same house. Lydia Johnson is her sister. 
 She recently retired after more than thirty years with the 
National Park Service. She was a federal law enforcement officer, 
emergency medical technician, search and rescue leader, and fire fighter. 
She also was the park's museum curator and librarian.  She worked in 
ten parks during her career. She enjoyed having places like the Grand 
Canyon as her backyard.
 She graduated from Memphis State (before its name was 
changed to The University of Memphis) with a degree in Music 

Education.  She taught school for seven years while working during the Summers for the parks. Then 
she was offered a permanent position with the parks.
 She feels like she is returning to her Church home and is looking forward to being active in 
the Church. 

Easter Opportunities
✤ Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, March 19th, at 1:00. Each child 

needs to bring a dozen candy-filled eggs. No peanut butter please.
✤ Easter Lilies - envelopes are in the pew racks for your 

convenience. The cost is $8.00 per plant and the deadline to 
order is March 9th.

✤ Palm Sunday (March 20th) will be an observance of Jesus‘ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the waving of palm branches 
and special music.  

✤ Maundy Thursday Service (March 24th) with the Lord’s Supper 
at 6:00 PM.

     March 27th - Easter Sunday
✤ Sunrise Service - 6:30 AM. This service is led by the Youth.
✤ Easter Breakfast will be served after Sunrise Service (approx. 7:30) until 9:30. Envelopes are 

in the pew racks for your convenience.
✤ 8:30 and 11:00 AM Worship and 9:45 AM Sunday School as usual.
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Jesus’ Words Spoken from the Cross
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." Luke 23-24

Speaking to the thief on a cross:
"I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise." Luke 23:43

Speaking to Mary and John:
"Dear woman, here is your son… Here is your mother." John 19:26,27

"My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?" Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34

"I am thirsty." John 19:28

"It is finished." John 19:30

"Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." Luke 23:46
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5:30 Supper
6:00 Financial Peace
6:00 Kid’s Choir
6:30 Activities
7:30 Choir

3 4 5
5:00 Trivia Night

6
Lord’s Supper
9:45 Confirmation 
Class

7 8 9
12:00 TOPS
5:30 Supper
6:00 Kid’s Choir
6:30 Activities
7:30 Choir
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6:30 Men’s Supper
6:30 Forever 
Young

11 12
6:00 20, 30 & 40 
Somethings

13 Daylight 
Saving Time begins
9:45 Confirmation 
Class
12:30 Deacons

14 15
7:00 Marine 
Corps League
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5:30 Supper
6:00 Kid’s Choir
6:30 Activities
7:30 Choir
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6:30 Session

18 19
1:00 Easter Egg 
Hunt
6:00 50+ Group

20 Palm Sunday
1st Day of Spring
Special Music
9:45 Confirmation 
Class
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5:30 Supper
6:00 Kid’s Choir
6:30 Activities
7:30 Choir

24 Maundy Thursday
11:30 Sarah Circle 
6:00 Worship 
with the Lord’s 
Supper

25 Good Friday
Office Closed

26

27 Easter
6:30 Sunrise Service
7:30 Breakfast
9:45 Confirmation 
Class

28 29 30 31

S P R I N G   B R E A K    W E E K

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

It would have been incredibly difficult 
for Jesus to have the breath to speak at 
all. Not only were these words spoken 
but they were recorded for us. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
 For many years, Focus on the Family has 
courageously and consistently fought for Biblical 
values in our country.  I used to subscribe to their 
monthly magazine.  Now, like many of you, I 
read their blogs.  After the Super Bowl, their 
president posted an article that is a must-read for 
every Christian.  If you haven’t read it, please do.

 Noting that an audience of over 100 
million tuned in to watch the game (and the 
commercials), Jim Daly wrote about the reaction 
of an abortion rights organization to one ad.  
“After Doritos ran an advertisement of a pre-born 
baby depicted in an ultrasound exam reaching for  
a chip, NARAL Pro-Choice America tweeted this 
heartless response: ‘#NotBuyingIt - that Doritos 
ad using #antichoice tactic of humanizing fetuses.‘  
Of course, Doritos is simply trying to sell bags of 
chips. I don’t believe they were trying to even 
subtly deliver a pro-life message. But you know 
what?  This is the beauty and power of ultrasound 
technology. Once you see a child in utero, it’s 
impossible to deny that the child is a living 
human being.”

 How can you not “humanize fetuses”?!
Thousands of years ago, God inspired the 
psalmist David to pen these words, “You created 
my inmost being; You knit me together in my 
mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13). What can we do 
to support the sanctity of human life?  We can 
pray, we can vote for pro-life candidates and we 
can volunteer. Deacon Kim Batson is spear-
heading our congregation’s efforts to support 
unborn children and their mothers.  Will you 
contact her?    

 Remember that 
I love you, and please 
continue to be faithful 
in worship and giving.
 
Your Pastor  
and Friend,
     

        
   

Staff
Rev. Dr. Tim Foster, Senior Pastor
Rev. Jerry Brundle, Assistant Pastor
Jason Gatlin,  Youth Director
John Knox Foster, Young Adults
Mary Smith, Financial Administrator
Rosie Blatt, Administrative Assistant
Larry Denman, Music Director
Lauren Fiveash, Ensemble Director & Pianist
Cindy Phillips, Organist
Jason Gatlin, Sound Technician
Chrissy Thornton, Parents’ Day Out Director
Bob Donan, Clerk of Session
Lesa Hart, Moderator of the Board of Deacons
Richard Armour, Treasurer

CHURCH LEADERSHIP Session
Class of 2016
Kendra Bowers
Jason Gatlin
Janis McCarty
Shirley McLaurine
Fred Tremont
Class of 2017
Ronnie Billings
Rob McCleary
Perk Perkins
Connie Thornton
Class of 2018
Tom Bright
Lin Fryman
Steve Deaux

Board of Deacons
Class of 2016
Lori Brown
Terry Davis
Traci Gatlin
E.W. Golden
Brenda Paoni
Class of 2017
Clint Bowden
Lesa Hart
Lydia Johnson
David Thornton
Class of 2018
Steve Allen
Kim Batson
Joy Bowden
David Dennie
Linda Melear
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 When Barb and I moved into our house in 
June of 2014, it was a newly-constructed house, 
typical of most houses in our price category. 
Everything about the house itself was new and fresh 
and clean. The landscaping, however, was just 
sufficient to satisfy homeowner association 
requirements, meaning that it was the absolute barest 
minimum. So this past month, we had some 
professional landscaping done. We were told that in 
the Memphis area January and February are good 
months to plant trees, as that would give them time to 
root properly before the hottest days of summer 
arrived. So, we planted some 25 decorative trees, and 
a number of shrubs and perennials. The cost of the 
project took our breath away, but we looked forward 
to seeing the transformation of our yard. Having come 
from Michigan, where planting in February would be 
impossible, and trees and shrubs were usually planted 
in spring, they were already leafing and blooming and 
made an immediate impact on the landscape.
 Needless to say, we were disappointed when 
the landscapers had finished their work, planted all of 
the plants shown in the drawings, took our money, and 
left. While everything that we had contracted for was 
indeed planted, it didn’t look anything like the 
drawings. There were few leaves, no blossoms or 
flowers. Some of the smaller plants could not even be 
seen above the mulch. The promise of beauty was 
there, but we didn’t see much of it. Considering the 
cost of it all, it was rather disappointing.
 Isn’t that how our spiritual lives are 
sometimes? We are shown the drawings of our loving 
Lord Jesus, caring for the poor and the sick. We see 
pictures of angelic beings and we read descriptions of 
the throne of God and the new Jerusalem in the Bible. 
Every picture and word picture that we see promises 
beauty and peace and love and a life eternal beyond 

beautiful. It’s a part of God’s plan. We have seen the 
drawings. We have signed the contract in the new 
covenant in the blood of Christ. It is beautiful beyond 
words.
 The landscaping 
has begun in our hearts, 
and God has begun to 
change us by His Holy 
Spirit, and we expect 
great things. And there 
will be great things. 
But, in our spiritual 
lives, it is February, the 
perfect time for God to 
create something 
beautiful in us. The 
problem is that our lives 
don’t look all that beautiful. In spite of the changes in 
us, life is not always beautiful. It is hard, sometimes 
cold. We falter, we sin. We suffer. We grieve. We 
don’t see all the beauty God has planned for and 
promised to us.
 But take heart. In our spiritual lives, it is 
February. And God has planted for us, and in us, a 
beauty that we cannot see as yet. But the seeds and 
plants have been planted. The landscaping has been 
fully paid for, by our precious Lord Jesus on the cross. 
It’s February, but May is coming, for each of us. And 
the beauty that God has planted in us and for us will 
burst forth in unending splendor. We know it will. The 
Landscaper has promised us, and the buds are already 
stirring in the trees.

With much love,

Jerry Brundle, Assistant Pastor
        

FROM THE ASSISTANT  PASTOR’S DESK

The 50+ Group is 
going to the Main 
Event on March 

19th at 6:00.
Contact Cindy Perkins @ 

901-634-1750 or 
cindylp@bellsouth.net.
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Five Reasons Why Christians 
Struggle to Evangelize
Written by Greg Stier

Part 5: Bad Theology
This brand of bad theology has a range. 
One extreme defangs hell by making it 

mythical or instantaneous suffering (as opposed to eternal) therefore removing 
the urgency to evangelize. The other side of the range uses the doctrine of 
election as a way to eradicate urgency. After all, if God is sovereign in salvation 
why evangelize? Although I believe in the sovereignty of God in salvation I'm 
also fully convinced that if people don't hear and believe the gospel then they'll 
be damned forever. I chose not to try to solve the riddle but live in the tension 
between God's sovereignty and human responsibility. It is in the midst of this 
tension that God provides us both urgency and assurance, urgency to reach the 
lost who are headed to hell and assurance that God is the only One who is 
sovereign in salvation.

The Cure: "Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also 
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory." 2 Timothy 
2:10

Keys to Being Married - A Good Place to Be
God made marriage to be a union between a man and a woman as an earthly 
example of His love for mankind. Genesis 2: 22 Then the Lord God made a woman 
from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man. 23 The man 
said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
for she was taken out of man.”
1) Remember that Marriage is God’s gift to you. He has brought your spouse to 
you. How will you respond to God’s gift?
2) Treasure Your Spouse: Pray for your spouse – out loud and with him/her 
alongside you.
3) Thank God each day for your marriage.
4) Praise your spouse at least once a day – even if it’s a really small, ordinary task. Colossians 3:12 Put on 
then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
5)“What Makes You Happy?” Ask this question of your spouse today. You might be surprised at the answers. 
It will help you honor your spouse.
6)Communication is more than words. Be careful with your tone and your facial expressions. Be sure all three 
speak the same language.
7) Do as you say. When you say to your spouse, “I love you.” Do you live it? God came to love us face-to-
face. His actions match His words. So should yours.
8) Carefully listen to care. Caring listening is to 1) understand 2) enjoy 3) learn 4) give, help, assist.
9) Be a listener. Proverbs 18:13 If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. Listen to hear, to 
honor and to love.
10) Be humble to hear correction. Be submissive to welcome another’s ideas. Respond not with reaction but 
with thoughtful attention to what you have heard.  
11) Mind your mind. We listen much faster than the other person speaks. When this happens, remind yourself: 
“Stay with him. Listen to her. Center on his words. Pay attention to what she is saying.” 
12) Mind your mind to be responsive to the conversation. Be patient to hear all of what your spouse is saying. 
1 Corinthians 13:5 (Love) is not rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful.

March BirthdaysMarch Birthdays

1st Ken Morrison
Allyson Krug

3rd Shirley McLaurine

8th Haley Allen

10th Pam Lewis

11th Janice Dalrymple

13th Bo Ware
Nathan Sussey

16th Lesa Hart

21st Elvin Glaze
Bob Donan

23rd Joan Bingham
Becky Deaux
Connie Thornton

24th EW Golden
Linda Melear

27th Jeff Allen

29th Elizabeth Dennie

31st Morgan Ilsley
Drew Perkins
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Trusting, Obeying, Praying Seniors (a.k.a. TOPS)!
TOPS in February
Twenty-one TOPS (Trusting Obeying Praying Seniors) 
members enjoyed a trip to the chapel at St. Agnes, February 
9, to hear Janis McCarty’s historical account of St. Agnes, 
pre-dating the Civil War and its role during the Civil War as 
well as during the Yellow Fever epidemics.  She also talked 
about the earliest building of churches and process of making 
stained glass windows as well as the history of the particular 
windows, made in 1910 in Germany, found in the chapel at 
St. Agnes.  

Following that, the group went 
to The Bistro to enjoy a wide 
array of food and good conversation.  

Jim & Jean Whitaker’s lunch.

Did you know that during the Civil War there was a Battle of Morning Sun on our 
church property?  It is recorded as being at the corner of Stage Rd and Morning Sun.  

Dixon Gallery & Gardens:
Munch and Learn  Topic:  “Memphis 1976” 

March 9 (Wednesday) Cost: $3 each (includes gallery 
and gardens after lunch)
To ride the van or to carpool, meet at the church at 11:15
To drive directly there (4339 Park Avenue), arrive by 12 o’clock 

Memphis historian Jimmy Ogle will discuss events of Memphis in 1976, the bicentennial 
year of our nation. In 1975, The Peabody Hotel closed and was bought at public auction 
on the Courthouse steps; it stayed closed for six years! The Beale Street area was 
totally fenced off; only A. Schwab General Store remained open.  By 1979, there were 
twice as many residents in the Downtown jail than in nearby homes. And then in 1976, 
The Dixon Gallery & Gardens opened to the public AND…  (source:  Dixon Gallery & 
Gardens website)
 

Bring your lunch; if the Dixon café is open by March 9, you may pre-order a 
sandwich or salad and it will be waiting for you in the meeting room.  Linda Rush 
will update you on this closer to time.         
Linda Rush must make reservations with Dixon Gallery; RSVP her at 386-4762, 
lrrush@aol.com by Sunday, March 6. 

mailto:lrrush@aol.com
mailto:lrrush@aol.com
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Life Choices
Do you remember these baby 
bottles? They were empty when 
they were placed in several 
locations in the Church.

People took them home and filled 
them up. Highland Heights 
donated $1,282.12! Thank you 
for your generosity.

SESSION NOTES

From the January 28, 2016 meeting
1) Catherine Johnson joined the Church by Reaffirmation of 

Faith in Jesus Christ on January 17th.
 

2) Emily Bringhurst, infant daughter of Blair & Todd 
Bringhurst, will be baptized on February 14th.

3) Haley Allen & Wes Moody will be married by Dr. Foster 
in the Sanctuary on April 21st.  Their infant daughter, 
Bradleigh Moody, will be baptized on April 24th.     

4) Larry Denman began working as our new Music Director 
on January 6th. Praise the Lord!

5) The Elders pledged to feed the 30 children in the 
orphanage in Kenya that our missionaries Rev. Bob & 
Barb James are affiliated with two meals/day for a year at a 
cost of $1300/month.        

6) $8,370 is in The Reverend Dr. James Quillin Memorial 
Fund, established for the purpose of purchasing a new 
church sign.     

7) Debt Reduction Campaign receipts through January 28th 
were $149,463, which is 59.79% of the goal of $250,000.

8) Through January 28th, General Operating Fund receipts 
were $32,549 and expenditures were $30,476 for a surplus 
of $2,073.  The reserve checking account balance is 
$67,047.

9) The Church owns four plots at Memorial Park Cemetery 
on Poplar.  They are for sale at a negotiable rate.

      Please continue to pray for our pastors, elders and congregation.

March AnniversariesMarch Anniversaries

9th Anthony & Jenny Pollina - 14

15th Clint & Gisele Buchanan - 34

18th Pam & Jeff Lewis - 21

20th Bob & Dot Fleming - 62
George & Glenda Krug - 35

28th Chuck & Peggy Getman - 60

March MenusMarch Menus

2nd Sloppy Joes, Cole Slaw, Chips, 
Desserts

9th Roast Beef, Potatoes, Carrots, & 
Onions, Desserts

16th Lasagna, Salad, Green Velvet 
Cake

23rd Chicken Parmesan, Spaghetti, 
Salad, Desserts

30th Beef Tips with Mushroom Gravy, 
Rice, Salad, Desserts

Saturday - March 5, 2016 @ 5:00
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2855 Morning Sun Rd.

Cordova, TN 38016
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Youth News
As you read this we will be returning from a 
youth ski trip. Consider it successful if you 
do not see anyone with a cast, brace or any 
other bandage or dressing needed for skiing 
injuries. Thank you for your prayers on this 
trip.

This summer we will be going a mission 
trip that will occur on a Navajo Reservation 
in Arizona.  This will be as close to third 
world as you can get without a passport.  If 
all works out we will be lodging in nearly 
the same conditions as those in the 
community. No running water (I.E. no 
indoor bathrooms or showers) and sleeping 
on the floor of an old church. The focus for 
most of our trips is to bring youth closer to 
Christ through music, talks and worship.  
This will focus on the service and what we 
can offer to those in need. “That which you 
do for the least of these brothers and sisters, 
you do for me.” I am currently hammering 
out the details so stay tuned as we will be 
praying for funding to help make this trip 
possible.
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