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Cornerstone

Meet New Members, Mel & Louise Clark
Ours is a story of east coast meets west coast. I grew up in Maryland
along the shores of the Chesapeake Bay, where I enjoyed swimming,
boating, and feasting on the specialty of the region – steamed blue
crabs! Mel, a Colombian by birth (yes, the South American kind!),
grew up in California, where he could often be found sailing, scuba
diving, or surfing in the Pacific. So where would two water-loving
individuals meet? Oddly enough, right here in the Midsouth, where
we both crewed on a friend’s sailboat for the Governor’s Cup Regatta
at Pickwick Lake eighteen years ago.
Although we dream of retirement somewhere down the road, both of
us still work. Mel, a former Marine, engineer, avid cyclist, and now
small business owner, is kept busy running Bike the Planet, our
bicycle shop. I, on the other hand, am passionate about teaching gifted kids and thrive on the
creativity that comes with being a CLUE teacher at Richland Elementary. However, when we do find
the time to escape the work-a-day world, you can often find us camping at the Red River. Mel loves
to spend the day fly fishing for trout while I curl up in a lounge chair with a stack of books to read.
While we don’t have kids of the human variety, we do have a herd of the four-legged furry ones! We
foster special needs dogs for the Humane Society, but had to put that on hold for a while when a
growing number of our “foster failures,” as Mel calls them, took up permanent residence with us!
This past summer, we moved from the Highpoint Terrace neighborhood out to Lakeland. With plans
to find a new church home in this part of town, we decided to visit a number of churches in the area,
but never got past the first one on our list – Highland Heights Presbyterian. We were impressed with
the friendly, fun-loving folks who made us feel so welcome, the worship service, and the love for God
that was evident and we are excited to officially be a part of this church family now!
Louise
Mel and Louise joined HHPC by transfer of membership on January 8th.

What is this?
It’s in every bulletin. What does it mean? Do they get a crown to
wear or a special parking place? No. These listings are on the
prayer request flap of our bulletins. So, you are asked to pray for
these folks. Why do we include the address? God already knows
where they live. However, some of you are great about sending
out cards. The address is conveniently included in case you would
like to do that. If you haven’t seen your family listed, just wait...
your turn is coming.
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God’s creation amazingly goes through changes all year long.
We haven’t had a harsh Winter here. Some other parts of the
country can’t say that. The first day of Spring is March 20th.
What happens that makes it the first day of Spring? It’s called
the Vernal Equinox. Vernal means “Spring” and Equinox
means “equal night.” There will be exactly 12 hours of
daylight and 12 hours of darkness. At the Vernal Equinox, the
sun crosses the celestial equator on its way north along the
ecliptic. In the fall, we have the Autumnal Equinox which is
again 12 hours of daylight and 12 hours of darkness but the
sun is traveling south. Solstices are for another lesson.
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Saving Time
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10:15 TOPS

5:30 Supper
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6:30 Forever Young
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5:00 Trivia Night
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First Day of Spring 7:00 Marine Corps 5:30 Supper
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9:45 Confirmation
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5:30 Supper
6:30 Activities
7:30 Choir

11:30 Sarah Circle
6:30 Session
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

The mainstream media gave scant attention
to the death of Norma McCorvey last month.
She received plenty of press, under the
pseudonym “Jane Roe,” in 1969 when she sought
to have an abortion in Texas, where the procedure
was illegal except to save a woman’s life. The
subsequent lawsuit, known as Roe v. Wade, led to
the Supreme Court’s 1973 ruling that legalized
abortion in every state. By that time, McCorvey
had given birth and given her daughter up for
adoption.
Abortion rights activists don’t like the rest
of Norma’s story. In the 1980s, she confessed
that she lied when she said the pregnancy was a
result of rape. She later worked at an abortion
clinic, but in 1995, she professed faith in Christ,
was baptized and joined an evangelical Church.
She also joined a pro-life group led by the
minister who had befriended and baptized her.
Evidence of the mainstream media’s bias could be
seen in the articles on her death: instead of using the
term “pro-life,” the term “anti-abortion” was used.
She later became a Roman Catholic and formed

her own ministry, Roe No More. She spent the
rest of her life traveling around the country and
speaking out for unborn children.
“I don’t believe in abortion even in an
extreme situation,” McCorvey said. “If a woman
is impregnated by a rapist, it’s still a child. You’re
not to act as your own God.” By faith, she came
to believe what David said: “O Lord, You created
my inmost being; You knit me together in my
mother’s womb. I praise You because I am
fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps 139:12-13).
Re m e m b e r
that I love you, and
please continue to be
faithful in worship
and in giving.
Your Pastor and
Friend,

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Staﬀ
Rev. Dr. Tim Foster - Senior Pastor
Rev. Jerry Brundle - Assistant Pastor
Jason Gatlin - Youth Director
John Knox Foster - Young Adult Director
Jenny McCleary - Children’s Ministry Director
Mary Smith - Financial Administrator
Rosie Blatt - Administrative Assistant
Chiquita Paulson - Interim Music Director
Lauren Fiveash - Ensemble Director & Pianist
Cindy Phillips - Organist
Bikram Ranapheli - Guitarist
Jason Gatlin - Sound Technician
Chrissy Thornton - Parents’ Day Out Director
Bob Donan - Clerk of Session
Lesa Hart - Moderator, Board of Deacons
Richard Armour - Treasurer
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Session

Class of 2017
Ronnie Billings
Rob McCleary
Perk Perkins
Connie Thornton
Class of 2018
Tom Bright
Lin Fryman
Steve Deaux
Class of 2019
Josh Bond
Clint Bowden
Kendra Bowers
Jason Gatlin
Janis McCarty

Board of Deacons
Class of 2017
Lesa Hart
Lydia Johnson
David Thornton
Class of 2018
Steve Allen
Kim Batson
Joy Bowden
David Dennie
Linda Melear

Class of 2019
Nikki Bond
Lori Brown
Traci Gatlin
Deborah Johnston
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PASTOR’S DESK

Getting a Grip on Reality

The people of our nation are living in a
world of fantasy unlike that of any civilization that
has ever existed before us. We—children, youth and
adults alike—live more of our lives in fantasy than
any people ever have. Because of the great prosperity
of our nation, we don’t have to spend the majority of
our daily lives in the reality of working for survival
and the three essentials of life—food, shelter and
clothing. We have more free time than any of our
ancestors ever did. We have the time and technology
for lives of fantasy—video games, “reality” shows on
television, movies about such “real” threats as
vampires, and all of the other means we have to
escape reality (and responsibility) in our culture
today.
We are immersed in the media and social
media with ideas that are opinions and not facts,
things we want to believe, or at least choose to
believe, rather than face the more difficult option of
searching for truth. Politicians, and even college
professors, tell us what they want to believe is true,
or at least what they want us to believe is true, rather
than what is actually true. And the consequence for
us as a nation is that many people make very poor
choices in their lives on the basis of untruths that
they believe, leaving them unprepared to live
productive and useful lives, and giving them a view
of the world based upon unreality.
A good example is the teaching on, and
belief in, biological evolution and the accidental
occurrence of life on our planet. The majority of
Americans believe that evolution is based upon
science, and that it is therefore, at least in some
measure, true. Yet recent discoveries of the
breathtaking complexity of every living cell, and the
mind-bending complexity of chemical processes that
are essential to life have absolutely ruled out any
possibility of life having arisen by accident, or that
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human beings could have evolved from lower, less
complex lifeforms. But that is not taught in the
schools or the colleges. Why not? Because the
scientists and professors don’t know that that is the
truth? NO! Because
they choose to live in a
world of fantasy. If life
could not have come
about by accident and
evolution cannot begin
to explain how humans
got here, they are
confronted by a truth
that is unacceptable to
them: There has to be an Intelligent Designer, an
Intelligent Creator. There IS a God, perhaps even the
God of the Bible. And if that is true, then there is
such a thing as objective truth. There is a right and a
wrong. There is sin. There is a consequence to sin,
and a consequence to not believing in and serving the
One True God. As Jesus said to the Pharisees: I told
you that you would die in your sins, for unless you
believe that I am he [the Son of God] you will die in
your sins. (John 8:24)
That is reality! People can look for all of the
reasons they want to why they do not have to accept
responsibility for their actions. They can indulge in
every sexual fantasy, take all of the drugs they want
to, abort inconvenient babies, defend sloth and
irresponsibility, lie, cheat and steal, all under the
guise of the fantasy that this life is all there is, so
they can believe and do whatever they want . But
Jesus taught us reality. He gave us reality. And we
either live according to the truths of his teaching and
are saved by the reality of his resurrection, or we will
die in our sins. For a lot of reasons, our nation has to
get a grip on reality. But this is the greatest one.
With much love,
Jerry Brundle, Assistant Pastor

901-385-9000 / HHPC.ORG

MARCH 2017

TOPS: We’re taking it on the road in March!
Tuesday, March 14, TOPS senior adults (55 and up) will be eating
lunch in Brownsville at the family-owned Mindfield Grill, which was
named for a 13-story abstract work of art (think water tower, grain bin,
railroad rails, bridge trusses, canoe, etc.) created by Billy Tripp that
looms over it.
Following lunch, we will
visit the West
Tennessee Delta
Heritage Center which
includes a guided tour
of Tina Turner’s oneroom schoolhouse
(relocated from nearby
Nutbush) and the last
home of legendary
Bluesman Sleepy John Estes. In the Heritage Center itself, there are
rooms containing the Cotton Museum, the Music Museum, the
Hatchie River Museum, and the Brownsville Room which displays 800
Abraham Lincoln memorabilia and artifacts. For more information:
http://www.westtnheritage.com/flagggrove.html
http://www.westtnheritage.com/museums/index.html#cotton

March Birthdays
1st

Allyson Krug Smith

3rd

Shirley McLaurine

7th

Conner McKeller
Barb James

8th

Haley Moody

10th

Pam Lewis

11th

Nick Batson
Janice Dalrymple

13th

APR

1

Bo Ware
Nathan Sussey

15th

Mel Clark

16th

Lesa Hart
Chris Schroeder

21st

Elvin Glaze
Bob Donan

23rd

The schoolhouse and home are separate but have paved walkways
and ramps from the Center. If we have 20 or more participants, the
cost will be $5.00 each; if we have fewer, it will be $7.50 each; pay
onsite. The bus and carpools will leave HHPC at 10:15 to arrive at
Mindfield Grill at 11. The tour of the Heritage Center should last 1-1.5
hours; there are benches and chairs throughout. RSVP with Linda
Rush, lrrush@aol.com or 386-4762 by Sunday, March 12.

Ken Morrison

Joan Bingham
Becky Deaux
Connie Thornton

24th

EW Golden
Linda Melear

26th

Larry Maxwell

27th

Jeff Allen
Tiffany Street

29th

Elizabeth Dennie

31st

Morgan Ilsley
Drew Perkins

Shred IT event

Sat 9 AM · First Citizens Bank
Document shredding on April 1st, 9 AM
until noon at First Citizens Bank 7580
Highway 70 at the corner of Appling. 100
pound limit per car. This FREE event is for
personal shredding. It is not for
businesses to clear out their storage.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
March 2017

PRESBYTERIAN

HEIGHTS

IT’S A BIRD, IT’S A PLANE…

Children’s Ministry
HELP WANTED! HELP WANTED!

No! It’s our youth! In February they were “get’n air” and
having fun as they jumped, flew, climbed, and balanced
their way through tough obstacle courses! Fun City!

Do you have a
for children? If so, we need you! As we
are working to grow our Children’s Ministry we are also
looking to grow our team of dedicated volunteers. We
currently are looking for “extras” to help in a variety of
ways! From Children’s Church to VBS to the nursery, we
have something for everyone! Please call or email me if
you have a
you’d like to share.
Jenny McCleary

Children’s Ministry Director
488-7099
jenny.mccleary1@comcast.net

STUDENT

Our Student Spotlight this month is
shining on Abbi England! This busy 10
year old is in 5th grade at Donelson
Elementary School. She is involved with
the National Junior Beta Club and has
been a Girl Scout with Troop 13108 for 6
years. But her talents don’t stop there!
She plays the piano and loves to perform
ballet. In December 2016 she danced in
The Nutcracker with the Memphis Ballet!
During her spare time, Abbi loves to do
arts and crafts, make jewelry, and hang
out with her 3 Maine Coon cats.
Abbi, HHPC is proud of you! We are so
glad you are a part of our church family!
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Aaawck! These guys
didn’t need flying lessons
from me!

Abbi England

Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you
will be saved – you and
your household.
Acts 16:31

Earn a Friendship Bracelet
when you memorize your
Bible Verse!
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March Anniversaries

SESSION NOTES
From the January 26, 2017 meeting:
1)

Mel and Louise Clark joined the Church on January 8th by
transfer of membership from Independent Presbyterian Church.

2)

Karen Smith joined the Church on January 15th by transfer of
membership from Hope Presbyterian Church.

9th

Anthony & Jenny Pollina - 15

15th

Clint & Gisele Buchanan - 35

18th

Jeff & Pam Lewis - 22

20th

Bob & Dot Fleming - 63

3)

Chiquita Paulson will be the Interim Music Director,
beginning February 6th.

4)

Stay tuned for a revamped Rejoice and Recharge on Wednesday
nights.

5)

Gratitude was expressed to Don and Linda Rush for their
outstanding work with the Senior Adults and to Jenny McCleary
for her outstanding work with the children and the PDO.

6)

Thank you to all the staff and members who worked so hard
to make the Presbytery meeting a huge success!

7)

$21,955 is in The Reverend Dr. James Quillin Memorial
Fund, established for the purpose of purchasing a new
church sign. We surpassed the goal of $20,000! A
Task Force is working on the design and installation.

1st

Taco Salad, Sopapillas &
Dessert

8th

Baked Potato & Salad Bar, &
Dessert

8)

Debt Reduction Campaign receipts through January 26th
were $153,334, which is 61% of the goal of $250,000.

15th

Corned Beef, Vegetables &
Dessert

9)

Through January 26th, General Operating Fund receipts
were $30,504 and expenses were $33,497 for a deficit of
$2,993. The reserve checking account balance is $57,493.

22nd

Lasagna, Salad & Dessert

29th

Enchiladas, Beans, Salad,
Dessert

George & Glenda Krug - 36

arch
for M

Please continue to pray for our pastors, elders and congregation

Highland Heights Presbyterian Church
presents
Our 2nd Annual Trivia Night!
Proceeds to benefit:
One With God ministries to help purchase
an acre of land next to the current
orphanage site in Kitale, Kenya.
901-385-9000 / HHPC.ORG
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! God what is right, not what is left.!
Give
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Youth News
Thank you everyone
for your prayers and
support for our 2017
Ski Trip. We had an
excellent time with no
broken bones. I don’t
know that any of us
are going to make it
into the pro circuit, but
we are getting better.
As we push into March we will begin
our summer trip planning. We are
looking to stay local with a week long
summer camp similar to what we did a
couple of years ago. Look for more info
to come.
Contact Jason Gatlin: gatlinj007@gmail.com.

