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Children’s 
Christmas Program 

On Sunday, Dec. 10th @ 6:00, 
the children will present the 
program they have been 
rehearsing since September. 
It’s called “The Colors of 
Christmas.”  

After the program, there will 
be a special visitor and treats. 

Children’s 
Christmas Service 

On Christmas Eve at 5:00 there 
will be a special service geared 
toward the children. This is our 
second year to set aside this 
special time for families. The 
service will be followed with 
cookies and hot chocolate. 

Candlelight 
Communion Service 

Christmas Eve is a special time 
in the life of the Church. We 
celebrate the birth of our King 
with special music, Scripture, 
The Lord’s Supper, and 
candlelight. The service begins 
at 6:00.

CORNERSTONE 
Monthly Newsletter

Shelly, Blake & Will 
Stackhouse 

I am Mitzi Goodwin’s daughter 
and became Bud Goodwin’s 
stepdaughter when I was 8 
years old. 

I attended Highland Heights as 
a child and teenager at the 
original church building on 
Summer.  I have such fond 
memories of attending HHPC in 
my youth with Betty and the 
late Louis Goodwin. 

I was born in Memphis and graduated from Germantown 
High School and attended U of M.  I work for Methodist 
LeBonheur Healthcare as a Statistical Specialist Full Time. I 
am also a Disney Vacation Specialist as well. I love to cook, 
entertain and travel. 

As of January, I will be celebrating 18 years of marriage to 
my husband Richard (Ricky). We live in East Memphis with 
our boys, Will (9) and Blake (7). They keep us on our toes 
and it is NEVER a dull moment at our house unless they are 
asleep. 

I am glad to be back home at HHPC. Both of our boys were 
baptized by James and Tim in May of 2011.
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Church Leadership 

Staff 
Rev. Dr. Tim Foster Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jerry Brundle Assistant Pastor 
Jason Gatlin Youth Director 
Marie Schroeder 
     Children’s Ministry Director 
Mary Smith 
     Financial Administrator 
Rosie Blatt 
     Administrative Assistant 
Chiquita Paulson Music Director 
Lauren Fiveash 
     Ensemble Director & Pianist 
Cindy Phillips Organist 
Bikram Ranapheli Guitarist 
Jason Gatlin Sound Technician 
Chrissy Thornton 
     Parents’ Day Out Director 
Bob Donan Elders’ Clerk 
Lesa Hart Moderator of Deacons 
Richard Armour Treasurer 

Elders 
Class of 2017 
Ronnie Billings 
Rob McCleary 
Perk Perkins 
Connie Thornton 
Class of 2018 
Tom Bright 
Lin Fryman 
Steve Deaux 
Class of 2019 
Josh Bond 
Clint Bowden 
Kendra Bowers 
Jason Gatlin 
Janis McCarty 
Deacons 
Class of 2017 
Lesa Hart 
Lydia Johnson 
David Thornton 
Class of 2018 
Steve Allen 
Kim Batson 
Joy Bowden 
David Dennie 
Linda Melear 
Class of 2019 
Nikki Bond 
Lori Brown 
Traci Gatlin 
Deborah Johnston 

Pastor’s Remarks

 Have you heard the good 
news about how generous 
Memphians are?  The latest stats 
show that Memphis is the most 
generous metropolitan area in 
the United States.  We give 
almost $6 of every $100 in 
earned income to philanthropy, 
which includes churches and 
other religious organizations. 

 I’ve seen your generosity expressed in many ways this 
year - through tithes, special offerings, Food Pantry donations, 
2018 pledges, Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes, and support 
for our adopted orphanage in Kenya.   

 I saw the generosity of many Memphians I didn’t know on 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving when I rang the bell for the  
Salvation Army.  I relieved our Youth Director, Jason Gatlin, and 
his family.  It was very encouraging to see how many people put 
money in the kettle.  They were black and white, Hispanic and 
Asian.  They were men and women, boys and girls.  While I’m 
sure some of those who donated aren’t Christians, I’m also sure 
all of them have a God-given intuition that, as Jesus said, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  One man told 
me the Salvation Army saved a friend of his.    

 When I said, “Merry Christmas, God bless you,” many of 
those who donated replied with the same greeting and blessing.  
One man said, “I’m glad we can still say Merry Christmas!”   A 
woman smiled at me and said, “You’re the first person to wish me 
a Merry Christmas!” 

 Ringing bells for the Salvation Army was how we 
launched Service Saturdays/Sundays. It’s expanded from 
Sundays once a quarter to selected Saturdays and Sundays every 
month!  Stay tuned for many opportunities to join other HHPC 
members in serving with various Christian organizations or in 
other ways.  It’s going to be a corporate way for us to obey what 
Jesus called the Greatest Commandment - “loving the Lord our 
God and loving our neighbor as ourselves” (Matthew 22:38).              

 Remember that I love you, and please continue to be 
faithful in worship and in giving. 
             
Your Pastor  and Friend, 
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DECEMBER

The date for the Christmas Party for the Beacons’ and Pathfinders’ classes is TBD.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Dorothy 

Dinkins 
Charlie & 

Janette Thornton

2 
Bob Fleming 
Kathy Forte 

Don & Kathy 
Forte

3  
The Lord’s 
Supper 
Last day to order 
poinsettias 

Alina Gatlin 
Debra Wright 

Joey & Amanda      
Clark 

John & Rosie    
Blatt

4 5 6 
5:30 Supper - 
Spaghetti, Salad, 
Bread 
6:30 Activities 
7:30 Choir

7 
6:30 Men’s 
Bible Study 

Deb Wade

8 9 
Bud Goodwin

10 
6:00 Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 

Wayne & 
Debbie Johnston

11 
George Krug

12 
11:00 TOPS 
will attend “A 
Christmas 
Carol” at 
Theatre 
Memphis 

13 
5:30 Supper - 
Fried Chicken, 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Salad 
6:30 Activities 
7:30 Choir 

Evan Bright

14 
11:00 Hope 
Circle - Potluck 
11:30 Sarah 
Circle - Stony 
River Steakhouse 
6:30 Men’s 
Supper 
6:30 Forever 
Young 

Steve & Betty 
Allen

15 
Bridget Sussey

16

17 
Ann Puckett

18 
Pat Edwards

19 20 
No Supper or 
Activities 

21 
6:30 Men’s 
Bible Study 

Rose Callies 
Jake Brockwell

22 23

24 
5:00 Children’s 
Service 
6:00 Christmas 
Eve Service

25 
Christmas Day

26 
Kim McKeller

27 
No Supper or 
Activities

28 
6:30 Elders 
6:30 Men’s 
Bible Study 

Paul Hart

29 30 
Cason & 

Heather Griffin

31 
New Year’s Eve 

David & 
Connie Thornton
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Veterans’ Day 
Weekend

Veterans have always had 
a special place in the heart 
of Highland Heights 
Presbyterian Church. On 
Sunday morning the 
Children sang the Opening 
Song and gave each 
veteran a hand-drawn 
thank you.

Joy to the World!

As we approach the Christmas 
holiday, I find myself reflecting back 
on all of the Christmases that I have 
experienced (at least those that I 
can remember), and at my age 
that’s quite a few! And I see a trend, 
as I’m sure that you do as well. In 
my earliest years, Christmas meant 
presents...for me! Oh yes, others 
got presents too, but that was not 

my primary concern. I wanted toys (Please! No clothes!). As I grew 
older, Christmas was still about me, but now clothes were OK, 
even really appreciated. By the time I was a young man, I had 
begun to really care as much or more about how the gifts I gave to 
others were appreciated by them. And once I was married, my real 
joy at Christmas was in giving to Barb and then to our children, 
and to the rest of our family. It’s a pretty normal and natural 
progression, at least for a Christian. God works in us, to change 
our hearts as we mature, to care more for others than for ourselves. 
Jesus’ words, It is better to give than to receive resonate in our 
hearts and we increasingly seek to be givers rather than takers. 
 This may be a normal and natural progression for some 
unbelievers, as well, but we see in our culture today that the more 
unbelievers we have in our nation, the more selfish our nation is 
becoming. Protests, demands, and calling others haters while 
hating them have become rather common in our culture. As the 
Spirit of God is working in proportionately fewer of our population, 
we are becoming increasingly a nation of takers, a nation of people 
who want things their way, and only their way, regardless of the 
beliefs and opinions of others. 
 What is the answer? How do we combat this sad and 
destructive change in our nation? Do we shout louder? Do we 
respond in kind? Certainly, I am tempted at times to do so. But 
that is not the answer for a believer. For us, it really is better to 
give than to receive. We may not receive love from those who 
differ with our political or social or religious views, but it is better to 
give love than to receive it. Christmas is such a powerful reminder 
of how much God loves us, even when we don’t deserve it. Jesus’ 
command to his disciples, Go and do likewise surely included his 
command to us to love one another. This Christmas, may each of 
us pause and reflect on our own transition from joy in receiving to 
joy in giving. Especially giving the gift of love. Especially to those 
who give little love to us. That’s what Jesus did. And he told us to 
do likewise. And if we do it, we can change relationships, we can 
change people, perhaps leading them to the joy that we have in 
Jesus, and we can change the world. We can’t do it any other way. 
Merry Christmas!

With much love, 
Jerry Brundle, Assistant Pastor
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PDO SUPERHEROES 
Here’s some of our PDO Superheroes! There is 
almost always a buzz of activity coming from the 
Parents’ Day Out. There are kids here on 
Mondays & Wednesdays and another group of 
kids come on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  

They have been working on their Christmas 
Program. The HHPC family is invited to the 
program on Friday, December 15th @ 10:00.

We’ve all seen the classic tale of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” but we’ve never seen 
it with Linda Melear’s son-in-law, Eddy Davis, playing Scrooge!  December 12, we will 
attend an 11 o’clock matinee performance at Theatre Memphis. Admission is an incredibly 
low $8; invite your friends and encourage HHPC senior adults who have been absent 
recently to join us.  
   Following a trip to the theatre, what’s better than lunch with friends at Memphis Botanic 
Gardens with linen tablecloths and napkins?  It may just help us avoid becoming a holiday 
Scrooge.   
   RSVP to Linda Rush (lrrush@aol.com, 386-4762) and pre-pay $8 for the play by Sunday, 
December 10.  The van will depart HHPC at 10:20. 

TOPS Christmas Outing 
December 12, 2017 
11 am, Theatre Memphis 
630 Perkins Ext. 
12:30 pm, Fratelli’s at Memphis 
Botanic Gardens, 750 Cherry Rd

Thank You! from Rosie Blatt 
Thank you seems inadequate. The love that all of you have shown me during the many months of 
surgery, diagnosis and treatment has been remarkable. Many of you have provided rides for me 
when they wouldn’t let me drive and some of you have filled in in the office when I was out for 
treatment. 

Knowing that you were all holding John and me up in prayer has been a lifeline. Obviously, none of 
this was ever expected. One never knows how they will handle bumps in the road until they get 
there.  
This journey isn’t quite over. Yes, the prescribed treatment is… but there is a scan coming up on 
December 20th. Hopefully, we will get the “all clear” at that point. So, if I can prevail upon you for a 
little longer, I would ask that you pray for this scan to show no signs of cancer.  Again, thank you.

http://hhpc.org
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JASON GATLIN 
YOUTH DIRECTOR 

901.337.4125 
gatlinj007@gmail.com

December Bible 
Study focus will be 
on Old Testament 

Lessons

YOUTH
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 

3 
The Lord’s 
Supper 

4 5 6 
5:30 Supper - 
Spaghetti, Salad, 
Bread 
6:30 Activities

7 8 9 

10 
6:00 Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 

11 12 13 
5:30 Supper - 
Fried Chicken, 
Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Salad 
6:30 Activities

14 15 16

17 18 19 20 
No Supper or 
Activities 

21 22 23

24 
6:00 Christmas 
Eve Service

25  
Christmas Day

26 27 
No Supper or 
Activities

28 29 30 

31  
New Year’s Eve 
7:00 Party

DECEMBER

Youth News 
Our trip to the French Camp Fall Retreat was amazing.  We had great weather and excellent lessons. 

We are diving head first into the holidays with our Christmas (Date to be announced) and New Year’s 
Eve parties coming up before you know it. 

I hope that you like the Christmas tree in the 
lobby.  It was decorated by the HHPC youth 
with some nice ornament donations.  

We hope it will be a wonderful new backdrop 
for your pictures this year!

mailto:gatlinj007@gmail.com
http://hhpc.org
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A Day Filled with JOY! 
Children at Mercy Academy have been receiving 
food, an education and shelter. Mary (dressed in red) 
is the headmistress and works extremely hard to meet 
the needs of over 60 children.  
The sale of the sugarcane on the land HHPC 
purchased will help fund the construction of the 
buildings that will provide permanent housing for 
children, classrooms, a church and more. There are 
over 100 children now coming here to worship and 
learn under the direction of Pastor Bruce. 
Bob & Barb James 

One With God Ministry 
Mercy Academy

http://hhpc.org
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Elders’ Notes - 10.26.17 
1) The proposal for the new Church sign 

and electronic message board was 
approved.  Hopefully it will be 
installed in January.  The mock-up is 
in the lobby. 

2) A mission trip to work with Samaritan’s 
Purse on disaster relief in the Houston, 
Texas area is being planned for March.  

3)  Please continue to pray for the Lord to 
send us a Young Adult Ministry Director/
Contemporary Worship Leader.  The 
Point of Contact is Pastor Tim - 901 
268-2832. 

4) Stay tuned for details about Service 
Sundays when once a quarter teams 
from HHPC will go out after worship to 
serve with various Christian 
organizations or in other ways.       

5) Pastor Tim has been given a new Navy 
Reserve Chaplain assignment to serve 
the crew of the USS Fitzgerald while 
it’s being repaired in Pascagoula, MS - 
the first two weeks of December, 
when the ship and crew come into 
port, and then two to three days a 
month for the next two years.    

6) The Annual Congregational Meeting 
is next Sunday.  It has been called for 
the purpose of electing new Elders 
and Deacons; approving changes in the 
Pastors’ calls; and presenting the 2018 
Budget approved by the Session.     

7) Debt Reduction Campaign receipts 
through October 26th were $156,824, 
which is 62% of the goal of $250,000. 

8) General Fund receipts through October 
26th were $336,515 and expenses were 
$346,507 for a shortfall of $9,991.  The 
reserve checking account balance is 
$51,039.

2855 Morning Sun Rd.
Cordova, TN 38016
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