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CORNERSTONE 
Monthly Newsletter

Meet New Member: Jim Cook 
Jim Cook [officially James L. Cook] was born on 
September 7, 1940 in Dyersburg, TN. He graduated from 
Dyersburg High School in 1958 and studied Mechanical 
Engineering at Tennessee Polytechnic Institute, now 
named Tennessee Tech, in Cookeville, TN. Jim married 
his high school sweetheart, Charlotte Vaughn, in August 
of 1959 just one week before his 19th birthday. Charlotte 
passed in January of 2009 just 7 months before their 
50th anniversary. Together they raised three children who 
gave them 5 grandsons, and 7 great-grandchildren. 
In 1971 at the tender age of 31 Jim started his own 
business, Cook Sales Company, a manufacturer’s sales 
rep in commercial plumbing. He employed his 3 children 
plus 3 other individuals through 2006. 
He continues to represent one product that is used on 
high-rise hotels & apartments and continues to be “pretty 
busy” thanks to the construction boom in Nashville. 

Jim & Sherry met on 12-29-2009 thanks to E-Harmony. Sherry was widowed after a 33-year 
marriage to her husband Tom. Jim & Sherry were married on May 22, 2010. 
Jim and Sherry bought their home in Cordova planning for his daughter, Sonya and her 
husband Mark to live with them.  After about a year their son Jason moved in with his daughter, 
Cassie.  Almost ten years later they are all joyfully together in the same house.  Now, if you can 
keep track of all that you are indeed quick.  
Jim & Sherry enjoy traveling. They enjoyed a 2-week excursion to Alaska on their second 
anniversary in May of 2012. Later that year Sherry’s membership in a Sweet Adeline’s Chorus in 
Nashville took them to Denver for International competition. Since then the competition has 
taken them to Baltimore in 2014, Las Vegas in 2016, & St. Louis in 2018. In addition to the 
traveling for competition they travel to Orlando & Myrtle Beach at least once per year to enjoy 
their time-share membership. 
Jim loves to brag saying, “I AM THE LUCKIEST GUY YOU WILL EVER MEET.  I have been blessed 
with two fantastic & beautiful wives, 3 loving children 5 grandsons, & 7 great-grandchildren. 
When I pass do not grieve me—envy me.” 

Jim joined HHPC by Reaffirmation of Faith on July 7th. Sherry joined previously. 
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Pastor’s Remarks

I was driving the other night 
when I heard an old familiar 
Christmas song on the radio.  
Karen Carpenter’s beautiful 
voice sang, “Have yourself a 
merry little Christmas … 
Faithful friends who are dear 
to us gather near to us once 
more.”  Then I had a catch in 
my throat and tears in my 
eyes as the next words 
touched my heart:  “Through 

the years we all will be together if the Lord allows.”  (I 
like how many artists have changed the word “fates” to 
“the Lord.”)  I remember my Mom’s last Christmas in 
2012 so well.  She was full of life and seemed to really like 
the gifts I gave her.    

Of course, the Lord doesn’t allow us to be together forever.  
Christmas has never been the same for me after my 
Grandparents died, and especially after my Mom died.  I 
would imagine it’s the same for you.  And I think that’s the 
way it’s supposed to be.  In God’s good design, we love and 
are loved.  As our loved ones move on to heaven, we find 
ourselves less attached to the things of this earth and more 
attached to the people we’ve loved and lost for a time.        

If you’ve been around me for any amount of time, you’ve  
heard me say that the way you spell love is T-I-M-E.  This 
Christmas, as we remember and celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, let’s try to cherish the time spent with the 
people we love.  We never know how many more 
Christmases we will have with them.                                                                          

Remember that I love you, and please continue to be 
faithful in worship and in giving. 
             
Your Pastor and Friend, 

Church Leadership 

Staff 
Tim Foster Senior Pastor 
Jason Gatlin Youth Director 
Patrick Holmes  Contemporary 
 Music Leader 
Marie Schroeder 
 Children’s Ministry Director 
Matthew Wade 
 Recreation Ministry Director 
Mary Smith 
 Financial Administrator 
Rosie Blatt 
 Administrative Assistant 
Chiquita Paulson Music Director 
Lauren Fiveash 
 Ensemble Director & Pianist 
Cindy Phillips Organist 
Russell Mann Guitarist 
Jason Gatlin A/V  Technician 
Chrissy Thornton Parents’ Day Out 
 Director 

Elders 
Bob Donan - Clerk  
Class of 2019 
Josh Bond 
Kendra Bowers 
Jason Gatlin 
Class of 2020 
Richard Armour - Treasurer 
Lesa Hart 
Rob McCleary 
Class of 2021 
Steve Allen 
Steve Deaux 
Charle Dunstan 

Deacons 
Class of 2019 
Nikki Bond - Moderator 
Lori Brown 
Traci Gatlin 
Class of 2020 
Barb James 
Don Rush 
Linda Rush 
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Class of 2021 
Joey Clark 
George Krug 
Debra Wright 
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December

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 1st Sunday in 
Advent 
The Lord’s Supper 
12:15 Christmas 
Play Practice 
Charlie & Jenette 
Thornton 

2 
Mary White

3 
Alina Gatlin 
Debra Wright 
Joey & Amanda Clark 

4 
5:30 Supper -  White 
Chicken Chili, Salad, 
Cornbread, Hot Dogs, 
Desserts 
6:30 Activities 
7:30 Choir practice

5 6 7 
Deb Wade

8  2nd Sunday in 
Advent 
12:15 Christmas 
Play Practice 
12:30 Deacons’ Mtg 
Andrew Smith 

9 
Bud Goodwin 
Newton Hewes

10 
Wayne & Debbie 
Johnston 

11 
5:30 Supper -  BBQ, Cole 
Slaw & Baked Beans, 
Hot Dogs, Desserts 
6:30 Activities 
7:30 Choir practice 
George Krug 

12 
11:00 Hope & 
Sarah Circles @ 
Cedar Hall 
6:30 Forever Young 
- Women’s 
Fellowship 
6:30 Men’s Supper 

13 
Evan Bright

14 Ring Bells 
at Kroger 
6;00 Adult 
Sunday 
School Party. 
Steve & Betty 
Allen 

15  3rd Sunday in 
Advent 
12:15 Christmas 
Play Practice 
Last day to order 
Poinsettias 

6:00 Children’s 
Christmas Play 

16 
Order 
Poinsettias 
from nursery

17 
7:00 Marine Corps 
League 

18 
Pat Edwards 

19 
6:30 Elders’ Mtg. 

20 
Take 
delivery of 
Poinsettias 

21 
Rose Callies 
Jake Brockwell

22  4th Sunday 
in Advent 

23 24 Christmas 
Eve 
6:00 Candlelight 
Communion Service

25 Christmas 26 27 28 
Paul Hart

29 
Angela Buckley

30 
Last day to 
turn in baby 
bottles 
Cason & Heather 
Griffin 

31New Year’s Eve 
David & Connie 
Thornton 
John & Margo Wright 

Blue names = Birthdays     Red Couples = Anniversaries

Office Closed

Save the date: 
January 4th to 
undecorate the 

Church!
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Highland Heights Presbyterian PDO/Pre-K  

Pilgrims & Indians? 

The Parents’ Day Out kids learned about the very first 
Thanksgiving. As their costumes suggest they are peacefully 

having their meal side by side and thanking God for His 
bountiful blessings. 

Life Choices offers women 
help at a time when they 
aren’t sure what to do.  
HHPC has been helping to 
support Life Choices 
through their baby bottle 
fundraiser for several years. 
The trees are here! They 
are located in three easy to 
access places and are filled 
with empty bottles. We ask 
you to take one (or more) 
home and fill it with your 
change. Bring it back and 
fill the trees back up with 
filled bottles. 
The last day to bring 
filled bottles is December 
30th. 
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What does Jeanette 
Isabella have to do 
with Christmas? 

"Bring a Torch, Jeanette, 
Isabella" (French: Un flambeau, 
Jeannette, Isabelle) is a Christmas 
carol which originated from 
the Provence region of France in 
the 17th century. 
The carol was first published in 
France, and was subsequently 
translated into English in the 
18th century. The song was 
originally not meant to be sung at 
Christmas; it was considered 
dance music for French nobility. 
The song title refers to two female 
farmhands who have found the 
baby and his mother in a stable. 
Excited by this discovery, they run 
to a nearby village to tell the 
inhabitants, who rush to see the 
new arrivals. Visitors to the stable 
are urged to keep their voices 
quiet, so the newborn can enjoy 
his dreams. 
To this day, on Christmas Eve in 
the Provence region, children 
dressed as shepherds and 
milkmaids carry torches and 
candles while singing the carol, 
on their way to Midnight Mass. 

We are ringing bells again for the Salvation Army at Kroger on Union on December 14th. 

10:00-12:00 - Tim Foster 
12:00-2:00 
2:00-4:00 - The Remington’s 
4:00-6:00 
If you can help, please call the Church office to volunteer. 

Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 
CAKE: Christmas Acts of Kindness 
Experiment is a Christmas musical 
that empowers kids and their 
families to participate in acts of 
kindness throughout the Christmas 
season. Create a fun and interactive 
opportunity to serve your 
community, engage with social 
media, and share the joy of 
Christmas with everyone around you. 
The play will be Sunday, December 
15th at 6:00 followed by a reception 
and a special visitor.

Adult Sunday 
School 

Christmas 
Party 

December 
14th @ 6:00 
Turkey & Ham will be 

provided. Please sign up 
to bring side dishes or 

desserts.

Cookies, Cookies, 
Cookies! 

We will need cookies donated 
for the reception after the 
Children’s Play. Homemade is 
great but store-bought is fine.
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JASON GATLIN 
YOUTH DIRECTOR 

901.337.4125 
gatlinj007@gmail.com

YOUTH
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Lesson

2 3 4 Lesson and 
Activity

5 6 7

8 
Lesson

9 10 11 Lesson and 
Activity

12 13 
Christmas 
Party

14

15 
Lesson

16 17 18 Lesson and 
Activity/Pajama 
Night

19 20 21

22 
Lesson

23 24 25 Christmas 
Day - No 
Activities

26 27 28

29 
Lesson

30 31

December

Youth News 
	It	seems	that	it	was	just	a	few	weeks	ago	we	were	talking	about	summer	camp,	now	here	we	are,	
sliding	full	speed	into	the	Christmas	season.	

Since	both	holidays	fall	on	Wednesday,	we	do	not	have	a	whole	lot	of	activities	scheduled	for	
December,	but	we	do	have	our	annual	Youth	Christmas	party	on	the	13th.		We	will	have	a	gift	exchange	
and	a	couple	of	games.		On	December	18th,	we	will	wear	our	Christmas	PJ’s	to	church,	drink	hot	cocoa	
and	listen	to	Christmas	music	(if	everyone	is	not	sick	of	it	by	then).			

I	pray	that	everyone	has	an	excellent	Christmas	season	and	wish	the	best	for	all	in	the	coming	Year.		
Thank	you	for	all	of	your	support.		

mailto:gatlinj007@gmail.com
mailto:gatlinj007@gmail.com
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TOPS CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

   In November, fifteen of us enjoyed food, games, conversation, 
and lots of laughing for nearly three fun-filled hours.  My 
personal highlight was not when I threw a Yahtzee, which did 
give me 50 points, but when Tina tossed the five Yahtzee dice 
into her iced tea, rather than the Yahtzee cup!!  After a quick trip 
to the kitchen for a rinsing and drying, the dice returned and our 
game was back on track. Note: The canasta and Scrabble players 
were a lot quieter than we 
were!  
   With only three weeks 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, there will be no 
December TOPS outing. There 
are various Christmas 
opportunities at our c 
Church to eat together, to 
watch a play, to minister to 

others, to worship, and to attend special services. We encourage 
you to join in and find a place of joy for yourself. As you do these 
things, you bring glory to the Father, which is our purpose. 
   In January, as has been stated, the plan is to return to IMAX 
Theatre at Pink Palace to see a one-month return of “The Flight 
of the Butterflies.” This 3-D film chronicles the monarch butterfly 
from its leaf-crunching caterpillar stage all the way to its 
migration to Central America where it joins a multitudinous group of “kinfolk.” The story is told 
through the life of a young man who tags the butterflies and then compiles, on a huge map, the 
information people send to him when they find one of his uniquely tagged butterflies. Following 
monarch migration patterns and discovering their final destiny becomes his life-long project, even 
into his waning years. Both times I saw this film (years ago), I was touched to tears.  
   The film is only offered at 9:45 a.m., Monday through Friday so it will be an early event, but that 
means we get an early lunch!! I will schedule it for a date that seems to be good for most 
members. We need a confirmation of 15 to reserve our place and get the group rate so be 
thinking about attending.  We’re also open to fresh ideas for lunch. Maybe Belly Acres, etc., in 
Overton Square?  
   As Christians, we have everything we need, everything.  Anything beyond a relationship with our 
Savior himself is an unmerited blessing from God. Epictetus in 100+/- A.D. said, “He is a wise man 
who does not grieve for the things for which he has not, but rejoices for those which he has.” I can 
agree with this philosopher if he is referring to earthly possessions. If he’s including meaningful 
relationships with loved ones, I would have to say “that we rejoice for those relationships which we 
have or we have had.” In this season we are sharply reminded of those we’ve lost, those whose 
lives were inextricably intertwined with ours, and we give thanks for them. 
   May God encompass you with his love, peace, and presence this Christmas season, 
   Don and Linda Rush 
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Elders’ Notes - 10.24.19 
1) Gratitude  was  expressed  to  Youth 

Director Jason Gatlin  and his  team for 
their leadership at the Fall Youth Retreat 
at  Nathan  Bedford  Forrest  State  Park, 
October 11th-13th.

2) Gratitude  was  expressed  to  Patrick 
Holmes  for  preaching  on  October  20th 
while Pastor Tim was out of town.

3) Parking  lot  repairs,  resealing  and 
reconfiguring of  the NW portion of  the 
church  drive  is  scheduled  to  begin 
October 28th. 

4) 56  Pledges  totaling  $293,980  have  been 
turned in.  If you have not turned in your 
pledge card, please put it in the offering 
plate or mail it in to the Church office.  

5) The 2020 Church Budget was approved.  
It  will  be  presented  at  the  Annual 

Congregational  Meeting  on  Sunday, 
November 10th.        

6) Have  you  missed  church  recently  and 
gotten behind on your giving? Consider 
setting  up  automatic  transactions 
through either your bank or via HHPC’s 
online  application,  www.easytithe.com/
hhpc.  If you need assistance to set this 
up, please see Elder Kendra Bowers.

7) Debt  Reduction  Campaign  receipts 
through  October  20th  were  $181,527, 
which is 72% of the goal of $250,000.

8) General Ministry Fund income through 
September  30th  was  $324,995  and 
expenses were $341,681 for a difference of 
$16,686.   The  reserve  general  fund 
balance on September 30th was  $30,780. 

2855 Morning Sun Rd.
Cordova, TN 38016
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